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Plazi: QC Tutorial 



Quality Control



➤ What is the Plazi Quality Control?

● Liberation of treatment information:

○ Template

○ Individual extraction

● GGI

○ Mark sections, figures, taxon 

names, parse material citation 

atributes…

○ Boundaries

○ Paper structure
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● GGI

○ Mark sections, figures, taxon names, parse material citation 

atributes…

○ Boundaries

○ Paper structure



➤ What is the Plazi Quality Control?

● Machine detectable: prevent wrong information to reach the repositories

○ Blockers

○ Criticals

○ Majors

○ Minors



➤ What is the Plazi Quality Control?

● To detect and correct the extraction errors!



➤ What is the Plazi Quality Control?

● Granularity

○ Quality level

○ High

○ Low

○ Automate
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➤ How to proceed a Quality Control?

● Files from GG Server

● Open GGI

● File 

○ Load Document From GG Server

○ Ok - Username and password

○ Insert paper UUID



● Set a stopwatch to register the time spent on each QC

● Set the quality level

○ Usually: Automate level

○ Manually check page structure

■ Word flow

■ Text stream type

■ Paragraphs

■ Blocks

■ Column

■ Images

○ Manually check document structure

■ Bibliographic reference

■ Caption

■ Taxonomic names

■ Material Citation

■ Treatment

■ Subsubsection

➤ How to proceed a Quality Control?







● Check paper extructure 

○ Check treatments boundaries

○ Paragraphs organization

○ Misidentified material citation

➤ How to proceed a Quality Control?



● Tools

● Quality Control

● Check and Show Document Errors

➤ How to proceed a Quality Control?



● Check and Show Document Errors

○ Unmark Major Errors and 

Minor Errors

○ Re-check All

➤ How to proceed a Quality Control?



● Order for an easier errors 

analysis 

○ Text

○ Illustrations

○ Treatments

○ Material Citations

○ Bibliographic References

● Save Documento to 

GoldenGate Server

➤ How to proceed a Quality Control?



Checklist to Avoid and/or 
Correct Errors



Some processing mistakes, or lack of information will 
always result in errors that impede data transference 
to the repositories. 



Document Metadata:

● Identifiers (all CRITICAL errors):

○ check if the document has a DOI

○ check if the document has a Zenodo deposition ID

● Bibliographic Metadata (all BLOCKER errors unless indicated otherwise):

○ check if the document has at least one author

○ check if the document has a title

○ check if the document has a year

○ check if the document has a publication date (CRITICAL error if absent)

○ check if the document has a pagination

○ check if the document has a journal name

○ check if the document has a volume number



Text Streams:

● Paragraph Starts:

○ check if any paragraphs start with a lower case word longer than one character 

(CRITICAL error on paragraph if they do)

● Paragraph Ends:

○ check if each main text paragraph (outside a key or heading) ends with a period, 

colon, or exclamation or question mark (CRITICAL error on paragraph if they don't)



Illustrations:

● Captions:

○ check if captions have attributes linking it to image, graphics, or table (CRITICAL 

error if not)

○ check if captions assigned to images or graphics have an HTTP URI (MAJOR error if 

not)

○ check if captions are referenced by at least one figureCitation or tableCitation 

(MAJOR error on caption if not)

○ check if paragraphs starting with an emphasized caption start keyword ('Figure', 

'Table', etc.) are marked as captions (CRITICAL error on paragraph if not)

● Caption Citations:

○ check if figureCitations and tableCitations are linked to captions (CRITICAL error on 

citation if not)

○ check if figureCitations have an HTTP URI (MAJOR error if not)



Common Errors and 
Possible Solutions



Text

● Word 'XXX' ends a paragraph, but is no respective punctuation mark

● Word 'XXX' starts a paragraph, but is in lower case

● Word 'XXX' appears to be a paragraph, but is not marked accordingly

○ If the lack of punctuation is due to the paper section (eg last word among key-

words): click “False Positive or Data Error”

○ Check paragraph structure and/or word-flow. Confer “Set Next Word Relation” 

and/or “Set Previews Word Relation”.

● Word 'XXX-' appears to be hyphenated, but is not marked accordingly

○ Confer “Set Next Word Relation” and/or “Set Previews Word Relation”.



Treatments

● Treatment 'XXXXX' contains over 30 taxon names

○ Confer if there is no more than one treatment on the same annotation

○ If there is only one treatment: click “False Positive or Data Error”

○ If there are more than one treatments: Split Treatments and check Structure 

Treatments 

● Blocker: Treatment 'XXXX' has fewer than two paragraphs

● Blocker: Treatment 'XXXX' is lacking a nomenclature section

● Blocker: Treatment 'XXXX' is lacking a taxon

● Blocker: Treatment 'XXXX' has fewer than two sections

○ Check Treatment limits and structure: probably merge treatments and reorganize 

treatment structure

● Cited taxon 'XXX' has a rank in a different group than the treatment taxon

○ Confer if there is no more than one treatment on the same annotation

○ Edit attribute - TaxonomicName: Correct taxonomic status according to paper 

previous citation - Add/Set Attribute



Illustrations

● Caption 'TABLE XXX.' is not assigned to a target 

○ Mark table area, click “Assign Caption”, and click on the corresponding caption

● Caption 'FIGURE XXX.' is not assigned to a target

○ Click on image area, click “Assign Caption”, and click on the corresponding caption



Material Citation

● Materials citation 'XXXXX' has more than two collectors in its respective attribute

● Materials citation 'XXX' has geo-coordinates, but not as a pair

○ Confer if there is no more than one material citation on the same annotation

○ Split material citation and parse 

● Materials citation 'XXX' has geo-coordinates, but not as a pair

○ Confer if there is a mistaken coordinate



Bibliographic Reference

● Reference 'XXXX' has an unmatched bracket in the journal name

○ Parse reference and extent the broken annotation

● Reference 'XXXX' has a numberbracket in the journal name

○ Parse reference

○ Unmark and re-mark annotation

○ Click “False Positive or Data Error”



Taxon Names

● Cited taxon 'XXXX' is lacking authority information

○ Edit attribute - TaxonomicName: Correct authority according to paper previous 

citation - Add/Set Attribute

○ Find previous citation for the taxon: Copy Annotation Atribute - TaxonomicName



Bibliographic References:

● Bibliography (all CRITICAL errors unless indicated otherwise, all per reference):

○ check if each reference has an author

○ check if each reference has a title

○ check if each reference has a year of publication

○ check if each reference has a document internal ID (added by citation tagging)

○ check if each reference is cited by at least one bibRefCitation (MAJOR error on 

reference if not)

● Bibliographic Citations:

○ check if each bibRefCitation is linked to a reference (CRITICAL error on citation if 

not)



Taxonomic Names (all BLOCKER errors on taxon names in treatment 

nomenclature, CRITICAL errors in treatment reference group, MAJOR errors 

elsewhere in treatments, and MINOR errors outside treatments):

● check if each taxon name has rank attribute

● check if each taxon name has a taxonomic kingdom assigned to it

● check if each taxon name has proper authority information assigned to it

● check if each taxon name of rank family or below has a taxonomic family assigned to it



Treatments:

● check if boundaries of each treatment coincide with paragraph starts and ends (CRITICAL 

error if not)

● check if each treatment is structured into subSubSections (BLOCKER error if not)

● check if each treatment completely structured into subSubSections (CRITICAL error if not)

● check if boundaries of each treatment subSubSection coincide with paragraph starts and 

ends (CRITICAL error if not)

● check if each treatment has a nomenclature subSubSections (BLOCKER error if not)

● check if each treatment has a taxon name inside its nomenclature subSubSections 

(BLOCKER error if not)

● check if each treatment stating ' nov.' subSubSections has a materials citation with type 

status holotype (CRITICAL error if not)



Materials Citations:

● check if materials citations have repeated detail elements indicating a missing split 

(CRITICAL error if so)

○ more than one type status

○ more than one country

○ more than one regions

○ more than one coordinate pair (i.e., two coordinates)

○ more than one elevation

○ more than one collector or determiner name label ('leg.', 'det.', etc.)

● check if coordinates in materials citations are either absent or present as a pair (CRITICAL 

error if not)
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